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Development of Geography (part -2)
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During the (1400 to 1600 AD) numerous journeys of geographical
exploration were commissioned by a variety of nation states in
Europe. Most of these voyages were financed because of the
potential commercial returns from resource exploitation. The voyages
also provided an opportunity for scientific investigation and



discovery. These voyages also added many significant contributions
to geographic knowledge. Important explorers of this period include
Christopher Columbus, Vasco -da -Gama. Ferdinand Magellan,
Jacques Cartier, Francis Drake, John Cabot and Sebastian Cabot
(explorer) and also during the Renaissance, Martin Behaim created
a spherical globe depicting the Earth in its true three-dimensional
form in 1492. Behaim's invention was a significant advance over
two-dimensional maps because it created a more realistic depiction
of the Earth's shape and surface configuration.
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In the 17th century varenius (1622-1650) published an
important geographic reference titled Geographia

generalis (General Geography: 1650). In this volume, Varenius
used direct observations and primary measurements to present

some new ideas concerning geographic knowledge. This work



continued to be a standard geographic reference for about 100
years. Varenius also suggested that the discipline of geography
could be subdivided into three distinct branches.
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The first branch examines the form and dimensions of the
Earth. The second sub-discipline deals with tides, climatic
variations over time and space, and other variables that are
influenced by the cyclical movements of the Sun and moon.
Together these two branches form the early beginning of what
we collectively now call physical geography. The last branch of
geography examined distinct regions on the Earth using
comparative cultural studies. Today, this area of knowledge is
called cultural geography.
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During the 18th century, the German philosopher Immanuel
Kant (1724-1804) proposed that human knowledge could be
organized in three different ways. One way of organizing
knowledge was to classify its facts according to the type of
objects studied. Accordingly, zoology studies animals, botany
examines plants, and geology involves the investigation of
rocks. The second way one can study things is according to a
temporal dimension. This field of knowledge is of course called
history. The last method of organizing knowledge involves
understanding facts relative to spatial relationships. This field of
knowledge is commonly known as geography. Kant also
divided geography into a number of sub-disciplines. He
recognized the following six branches: Physical, mathematical,
moral, political, commercial, and theological geography.
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Geographic knowledge saw strong growth in Europe and the
United States in the 1800s. This period also saw the
emergence of a number of societies interested in geographic
issues. In Germany, Alexander von Humboldt Carl Ritter and
Ratzel made substantial contributions to human and physical
geography. Humboldt's publication Kosmos (1844) examines
the geology and physical geography of the Earth. This work is
considered by many academics to be a milestone contribution
to geographic scholarship. Late in the 19th Century, Ratzel
theorized that the distribution and culture of the Earth's various
human populations was strongly influenced by the natural
environment.
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